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INTRODUCTION

Man is a snner by birth. King David says, "Behold, |
was shapen in iniquity; and in Sn did my mother conceive
me" (Psalm 51: 5). Thisis true of every human being. That
Is why the thoughts, words and deeds of man are aways
sinful. "And God saw that the wickedness of man was
great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts
of his heart was only evil continualy" (Genesis 6:5). As God
is holy and righteous, His righteousness demands, "The soul
that snneth, it shdl die" (Ezekiel 18:4). Thisis not the degth
of the body but it is the second death which is eterna sepa-
ration from the loving Creator, and torment in the hell fire.
But God as a loving Father did not want mankind to go to
the second death. He wanted to save them from the second
death. He came down to this earth in the form of Lord Jesus
Chrigt to take upon Himself the punisnment due to the sins
of the whole mankind, past, present and future. He lived a
snlesslife upon this earth and laid down Hislife on the Cross
of Cavary as a ransom for the sins of the people. He died
and was buried. On thethird day herose again from the grave,
conquering death. Now He is dive to, forgive the sins of
those who go to Him humbly and confess their sins to Him,
and to save them from the terrible consequences of Sn, namely
the eternal separation from the living God. "For if, when we
were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his
Son, much more, being reconciled, we shdl be saved by his
life" (Romans 5:10). The savation that the Lord Jesus Christ
offersto al those who believe on Him is not merely deliver-
ance from the second death, but much more dong with it.
Because when God gives, He gives abundantly. We can get
some glimpses of this great sdvation by studying the epistle
of Hebrews.



CHAPTER |
The Greatness of the Saviour

In chapter one, the apostle speeks of the greatness of
the One through whom this great salvetion is obtained. God
IS0 great and yet He Himsdlf brings usthis great salvation.
Heis not only our Saviour, but dso our Creator . "Hah in
these lagt days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath
gopointed har of dl things, by whom dso he made the
worlds' (v. 2). Heis our Cregtor and the whole universe
belongs to Him. Heisthe Creator of dl that we see upon
the earth. Also we seein Col. 1:16,17, "For by him were
dl things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth,
vigble and invishble, whether they be thrones, or domin-
lons, or principdities, or powers: dl things were created by
him, and for him : And heisbefore dl things, and by him dll
things consst." The same thought is repeated in different
parts of the Scriptures. The Holy Spairit confirms one truth
by repeating it many times. "All things were made by him;
and without him was not any thing made that was made"
(John 1:3). "I am Alphaand Omega, the beginning and the
ending, sath the Lord" (Rev. 1.8). He is the Creator, ad
aso dl things were created for Him. He is the Beginning
and the Ending. Also we aretold that dl things were created
by Him by one word. "By the word of the Lord were the
heavens made; and dl the host of them by the breath of his
mouth" (Psa 33:6). He said one word and it wias 0. From
nothing dl these things came into exisience. "Through faith
we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of
God, 30 that things which are seen were not made of things
which do appear” (Heb. 11:3). For example we read in Gen.
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1:11, "And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the
herb yielding seed, and the fruit tree yielding fruit after his
kind, whose seed is in itsdf, upon the earth: and it was so."
Without ploughing, sowing, and watering al things came
up. We cannot imagine the great power with which He cre-
ated dl things. He is not only the Creator but also the up-
holder of al things created, "And upholding dl things by
the word of his power" (Heb. 1:3). By one word, dl things
in heaven are upheld where they are. If we look towards the
ky we see the stars occupying different places. Who told
them to occupy those places?

By one word of the Lord Jesus Chrigt, the whole cre-
ation isupheld. Also we are told that by one word of His, it
will vanish away. "They shdl perish; but thou remainest;
and they dl sndl wax old as doth a garment; And as a
vesture shalt thou fold them up, and they shal be changed"
(Heb. 1:11,12). Just as we throw away usdless things, the
Lord Jesus will throw away the old creation.

Imagine what a mighty power the Lord Jesus Christ
possesses to create dl things, to uphold them and to make
them vanish awvay. He is the brightness of God's glory, the
express image of His person (Heb. 1:3). "In him dwelleth
dl the fulness of the Godhead bodily" (Col. 2:9). He is
greater than all the angels, "Being made so much better
than the angels, as he hath by inheritance obtained a more
excellent name than they" (Heb. 1.4). The angels are
mighty, bright, shining and many in number. The Lord Jesus

| Chrigt isfar higher and greater than al of them and they are
In subjection to Him - "Bless the Lord, ye his angels, that
excd in strength, that do his commandments, hearkening
unto the voice of hisword" (Psa. 103:20).
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Through such a great Saviour we receive this great
sdvation. If agreat king wants to send a message to some-
one, he does not go persondly. He chooses a man who is
trustworthy and fathful for that purpose. But if the matter is
very important and urgent he himself will go. Here we are
told that the Lord Jesus did not send any angel, but He
Himsdf brought the salvation to us.

God used many other means to confirm the greatness
of His message, "God aso bearing them witness, both with
dgns and wonders, and with divers miracles, and gifts of
the Holy Ghost, according to his own will" (Heb.2:4). All
the miracles performed by the Lord Jesus Chrigt confirm
the greatness of the Saviour. The power of the Lord is so
great; whatever He said came to pass. Once there arose a
great storm in the sea and the disciples were filled with
fear. Water was coming into the boat. By one word of
rebuke from the Lord, the wind ceased and there was a great
cam (Mark 4:39). How foolish we are to neglect such a
great Saviour! We treat him very lightly. We do not spend
aufficient time upon our knees to understand His greatness,
and the great salvation. If we have any valuable article with
us, we keep it very safely and look at it many times. But we
do not take heed to the great salvation wrought by such a
great Saviour. It is sO great that God has appointed the
angels to be our ministering spirits (Heb. 1:14). The work of
savation will tie completed in us only on that day, when the
Lord Jesus comes the second time (Phil. 1.6). Then we will
receive immortal bodies and the Lord will command al His
angels to serve us. When the work is complete, we will be
able to go to any part of the heavenly kingdom and com-
mand the angels to serve us.
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That pogtion is not given to angels even though they

aemighty and arein God's presence dways. They are con-

dantly hearing His voice and are doing His pleasure. Such

angds are our minigering spirits. Wha a great sdvation!

Wha a great honour! What a greet privilege! What a great
love and what a great grace!

God has made every provison to teach us about His
great love through His wonderful Book, the Bible, and
through His servants. The Lord says in Mait. 5:48, "Be ye
therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is
perfect.” With great love the Lord Jesus Chrigt has given
us this Book to meke us pefect (2 Tim. 3:16-17).
That is why we should spend sufficient time upon our knees
sudying His word to know more and more of Him and the
great salvation- "They recelved the word with dl readiness
of mind, and searched the scriptures daily, whether those
things were so" (Acts 17:11). The bdievers & Berea
searched the Scriptures and went deep into God's Word to
know more about God and His truths. We should use dl the
books of the Bible to know more about these things. Even
though the Lord Jesus Christ Himsdf taught the two dis-
ciples, in the incident recorded in Luke 24:13-35, at that
time they could not undergand. Only when He opened
ther eyes of understanding they knew Him and understood
His suffering, death and resurrection. Our spiritud eyes
must be opened more and more to see His beauty. There-
fore we haveto pray congantly: "Oh Lord, open my eyes
of undergtanding to know more about Thee and Thy truths'
in relation to Mait. 13:16,17. But that requires faith, humil-
ity and diligence. So we see what a great Saviour we havel



CHAPTER 11

The Greatness of our Calling :
New Creation

In the second chapter, the apostle writes about the
Lord's lofty purpose in saving us and the high calling with
which He called us. If we do not take heed, we are com-
pared to a leaking vessal. Sometimes thereis a amall crack
in amud vessdl. It is o0 small one cannot see it, but the
contents in the vessdl gradually leak and disappear. If we
are not careful and diligent about our salvation, we will
auffer great loss. The Lord had to empty Himsdlf to be our
Saviour and had to leave His throne and His glory and be
born in a manger. He became poor for our sake and gave
His whole body to be broken and blood to be shed for us.
The power which He manifested to be our Saviour is far
greater than the power manifested to create, uphold and
degtroy the whole creation. That iswhy even one believer is
much more precious in His eyes than the whole univer s,

A bdiever, however poor and weak heis, will live for
eternity with an immortal body. In the Bible, believers are
called God's peculiar treasure, the pearl of great price,
God'sco-workers, and God'spartners Thesenamesare not
given to the heavens. God will not call the heavens His pe-
culiar treasure, His portion, His partne or His inheritance.
Even the angels are not called by these names, "Fa the
LORD hath chosen Jacob unto himsdf, and Isad for his
peculiar treasure’ (Psa. 135:4). The name Jacob means de-
caver. lgad means prince. As snners we have Jacob's
nature but by comingtotheLord JesusChrig, wearetrans
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formed and become Isradl, and God's everlasting peculiar
treasure. Thus we see clearly that our Lord has agrest pur-
pose in saving us, because He has pad dl that He had to
save us. Even though we were like filthy rags because of
gn, yet our Lord made us His peculiar treasure,

The agpostle spesks of the world to come or the New
Cregtionin Hebrews 2:5. That New Creation will show forth
God's glory for eternity. In that New Cregtion there is no
more degth, neither pain nor tears (Rev. 21:3-5). It will be
free from the curse of 9n and will last forever. We are told
that this New Creation will not be governed by the angels
(Heb. 2:5), even though they are mighty angdls, dways do-
ing God's will and pleasure. But it will be governed by those
who are sought and saved by the Lord Jesus Chrigt. InPsaim
103:20 it says that the angels excd in strength, do His com-
mandments and congtantly hear God's voice. They do not
rebel or disobey. They are mighty and shining (Luke 24:4),
and are many in number (Rev. 5:11) and yet the Scripture
says, the coming New Creation filled with God's glory, will
not be governed by the angels. In chapter one of Hebrews
we have seen that the angds will be made our ministering
spirits. Imagine the day when the Lord Jesus Christ will
gather dl the angds to tel something of the glory in the
coming New Cregtion. When they are told of the glory of
the coming Cregtion they will be filled with wonder. After
telling the angels about the glory of the coming New Cre-
ation, the Lord will also reved to them that it will not be
governed by them, but by man who is sought and saved by
His grace. According to Jude verse 24, one day we shdl
be presented faultless before God. Then we shdl be more
glorious than even the angels. The Lord emptied Himsdlf
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and purchased us with His precious blood to give us such a
high caling and position.

If the Lord had desired, He could have come into the
world like an angdl. But for a specid purpose He became
like one of us (Heb. 2:16, 17). For forty days He dlowed
Saan to bring before Him al temptations which can possi-
bly come to any human being (Luke 4:1, 2). For our sake
He conquered dl those temptations. So He knows exactly
what kind of temptation we are facing. Whenever we have
any weakness or temptation, the Lord helps us to overcome.
We are being trandformed day by day into His likeness by
His grace, love and precious blood. And one day we sndl
see Him, and be like Him and be partakers of His glory and
beauty. With that glory, we shdl govern the New Creation.
Now our earthly trials, temptations and aflictions prepare
us for the New Creation. What a high purpose our Lord has
In saving us even though we are so foolish! There are
some wedlthy parents who have high purposes for their
children. They want them to occupy high postions in life;
but if you ask his smdl child what he wants to be when heis
grown up, he says that he wants to become apoliceman! If
you ask him the reason, he will say, "I can stop dl the tref-
fic." As children they cannot understand their father's
great purpose for their lives. We aso sometimes cannot
understand our Heavenly Father's great purpose for our
lives. Many believers live as beggars upon the earth and
live a life of defeat and shame, because they cannot under-
gand God's great purpose in saving them. "How shal we
escape, if we neglect so great savation?' What a gredat
loss we incur if we are careless and negligent about our
savation! We have to be watchful, prayerful, diligent and
careful.



CHAPTER Il

The Greatness of our Calling :
God's Parthers

In chapter three, we see how we enter into a spiritua
partnership with the Lord Jesus Christ by recelving His sal-
vation. Not only our sins are forgiven and we receive aplace
In heaven, but we dso become spiritud partners with Him
in al things. This partnership is a unique partnership. In
other places in the Bible we are cdled God's co-workers,
and partners (1 Cor. 3:9; 2 Cor. 6:1). That privilege is not
given to the angels, even though they are mighty, shining
and many in number. Nowhere in the Scriptures are the an-
gels cdled God's co-workers and partners. But we believers
who are purchased by the precious blood of the Lord Jesus
Christ have become His partners, so that we may build for
Him, Hiseverlasting habitation. Thisisagreat mystery. God
IS S0 great that even the heaven and its fulness cannot con-
tain Him. And yet He wants us, human beings, to build a
sanctuary or a dweling place for Him. With that purpose
He brought His people from Egypt to Canaan. He sent ten
plagues upon Egypt and Pharaoh and by His mighty hand
brought the Isradlites out of Egypt. He sent His pillar to
go before them, and to lead them. At night they were led by
the pillar of fire, and during the day, by the pillar of cloud.
The pillar of firegave light to the Israglites and darkness
to the Egyptians. They saw how the Red Seawas divided.
He performed many miracles for them. But with dl that
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he was not living among them. Heisamighty God. He said,
"Let them make me a sanctuary; that | may dwel among
them" (Exo. 25:8).

A house is different from a home. A house means a
building with furniture but a home is a place where people
live. We say, "I am going home." We do not cal ahospital
or a college, or a workshop or a university a home.
A home is where our mother, father, husband or wife and
children live. Love makes a home. It is not a building or
furniture that makes ahome. God is love. His love is ever-
lasting. His loveisvery gredt. In Jer. 31:3, He says, "l have
loved thee with an everlasting love." God's love is poured
Into us. Just as a loving father wants to pour his love on his
children, God's love is shed aoroad in our hearts. The love
of God cannot be poured on the mountains or on the trees,
on the sun or on the moon. Similarly, His love is not given
to the angels. A servant may be good and faithful. But the
love which is shown to the wife and children is not shown
towards the servants. However hard you may try, that love
which a man has for his wife and children cannot be given
to a servant. So God's love is for those who are bought by
the Lord Jesus Christ. Angelswill be God's ministering spir-
its for those who are born again. God wants an everlasting
dwelling place for Him. The apostle calls us God's dwelling
place or God's habitation. We are built up to be God's
habitation, "Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a
spiritua house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritud  sac-
rifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Chrigt" ( 1 Pet. 2:5).

The Holy Spirit has given different names to the House
of God like sanctuary, God's dwelling place,God's temple,
and spiritual house. The mystery is, for such an everlasting
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habitation, God needs you and me. However wesk and
foolish wemay be, God wants us for such ahouse. When a
wedthy man builds a house, he uses very costly material.
When a king builds his palace, he uses the best material
gathered from different parts of the world. But the Lord Jesus
Chrigt chooses a filthy rag, an unclean thing and a faded
leaf to build God's house. That was our condition when we
came to Him. But because we were purchased by Him, we
became so precious to Him. And the mystery is that every-
one of us however foolish and weak, can become a part of
His everlasting habitation.

The house built by Moses was according to the pattern
shown by God. That house was only a shadow of the house
which is now being built by the Lord Jesus Christ. God kept
Mosesin the wilderness for forty years and then on the moun-
tain for 40 days to empty him of his own wisdom. There, on
the mountain, God gave him the heavenly pattern of the
house to be built and aso warned him to take heed and build
after the pattern which was shown (Exo. 25:40). Every de-
tail of the construction of the Tabernacle was shown to
Moses. Neither Moses nor anyone else could change the
pattern. The words "as the Lord commanded Moses' are
repeated eight times in Exodus chapter 40. In building the
Tabernacle, Moses followed every detail given by God.
Only then God's glory could fill the Tabernacle. Now the
Lord Jesus Chrigt is building the spiritua house with our
partnership. None of us can make any changein that plan. If
Moses could not make any alteration in building the
material house, how can we make any ateration for the
gpiritual house? But many of God's servants make some
changes, and do God's work with human wisdom. That is
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why we see defedt, failure, barrenness and darkness in their
midst. We are warned from God's Word to take heed in build-
ing His House. These days Christians are divided into many
denominations, such as Baptist, Methodist, Mennonite, An-
glican and Presbyterian. In the name of a constitution, people
have brought in many changes. Also darkness and wrong
teaching have crept into the Church.

Smilarly, if we want to take any share in the building
of God's Housg, firg of al, we must keep ourselves under
the Headship, Lordship and Kingship of the Lord Jesus
Chrigt. To build alarge building, the chief engineer will have
aplan. Masons and other workers will be under him. What-
ever he says they must do. In the same way, when our per-
sond life, family life and the church life are brought under
the complete L ordship, Headship, and Kingship of the Lord
Jesus Christ, we can hear God's voice day by day for our
guidance. But if we are defiled by any sin, we become deef
spiritualy and cannot hear God's voice. That is why many
people are deaf spiritualy and their ears are hardened so
that they cannot understand what God wants to say. Also
they become blind spiritually. They do not know God's plan.
Only by keeping ourselves under the Headship of the Lord
Jesus Chrigt in our persond life, family life, and church life,
we can know God's will. Then we will become partners in
building God's everlasting habitation. At the same time we
can enjoy God's fullness in His House. God's love is fully
expressed at home. Everyone of us has a Heavenly calling
to be true co-workers of the Lord Jesus Christ, to build His
everlasting habitation under His Headship. We  can take
our sharein the building of that glorious sanctuary, provided
we are willing to come under His Headship and Lordship.
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Great Privilege

In chapter four, we see how we can cal upon the Lord,
because of the great sdvation (Heb. 4.16). We have seen
that God has agreat and high purposein saving us, that isto
make us princes and kings in the coming New Cregtion. All
those who are redeemed by the precious blood of the Lord
Jesus havethe privilege (Rev. 5:9,10). For that purpose, the
Lord has made His grace available for al our needs, short-
comings and weaknesses. By coming before His throne of
grace we can receive His grace. Whatever may be our triadl,
temptation, affliction or hardsnip, His grace is sufficient for
us. Our need may be like a great mountain and yet the Lord
Jesus Christ Himsdf invites us to come boldly before His
throne of grace with faith. That is why we have to learn
more and more about God's grace and how to obtain and
enjoy it.

We begin our Christian life only by His grace, and not
by any human qualification. God demands everlasting righ-
teousness. There is no comparison between God's righteous-
ness and our righteousness. None of us has the least qualifi-
cation to receive this great savation. It is only by God's
grace and our fath in the efficacy of the precious blood of
the Lord Jesus Chrigt, that we can obtain this salvation, (Eph.
2:5,8) and show forth God's glory and grace. The apostle
Paul testifiesin 1 Cor. 15:10, "But by the grace of God | am
what | am." That means, whatever he did or suffered for the
Lordwasonly by God's grace. AsaGod's servant he went
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through many afflictions. To teach him the full meaning of
His grace, the Lord adlowed apanful thorn in hisflesh : for
the remova of which he besought the Lord thrice. We do
not know what that thorn was, but it was a very panful one.
God's answer was, "My grace is sufficient for thee." Then
he testified later on, "Therefore | take pleasure in infirmi-
ties, in reproaches, in necessities, in persecutions, in dis-
tresses for Christ's sake : for when | am weak, them am |
strong." Thus we find that al our &fflictions are alowed by
God to teach us the meaning of His grace and enable us to
enjoy it.

Even the weskest believer in the whole world can be-
come strong by claiming His grace. We need not fed sad or
downcast for our weaknesses or shortcomings, because we
have bold access to the throne of grace. For our sake the
Lord went through every possible temptation and yet was
without Sin. That iswhy Heis now interceding for us for dl
our human weaknesses. When | find my strength failing,
and my temptation too much for me, and my fath becom-
ing weaker and weaker, and doubtsfill my heart, | say, "Lord
Jesus Christ, thou at my High Priest, kindly intercede on
my behaf and lift me up. Now grant me Thy abundant
grace". He gives me boldness, fath and strength.

Please redlise your heavenly calling. However weak
you may be, the Lord has every provision to bring you to
His throne. If you have any doubt, claim the intercessory
ministry of the High Priest, the Lord Jesus Christ. Believe
that He faced the same temptations which you are facing.
He knows exactly what you are going through and His grace
is fully sufficient. May the Lord teach us to clam that grace
for our heavenly calling.



CHAPTER V

A Great High Priest

In chapter five, we see our Lord Jesus Chrigt as the
great heavenly High Priest after the order of Melchizedek,
with a four-fold ministry. Firgtly, He intercedes on our be-
haf for al our shortcomings. Heisour Advocate, "My little
children, these things write | unto you, that ye sn not. And
if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus
Chrig therighteous' (1 John 2:1). Being amerciful and faith-
fu High Priest, He pleads on our behdf. All of us in our
weakness and foolishness, do things to grieve God. Even
though we do not want to do wrong, the enemy drags us into
temptation. The Lord Jesus Christ knowing our weaknesses
and failures pleads on our behdf.

Secondly, in the Old Testament period the high priest
had to offer sacrifices to God on behdf of the people. These
sacrifices pointed to the Lord Jesus in five ways. Firgtly,
there was the burnt offering which speaks of the complete
sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ. Secondly, the Sn offering
reminds us how the Lord Jesus Christ took upon Himsdlf al
our gnsto be our Saviour. Thirdly, the peace offering shows
how the Lord Jesus Christ has become our peace and has
reconciled us to God. Fourthly, the trespass offering reminds
us that the Lord Jesus Christ has made full provision for
cleansing and forgiveness of our sinswhich we commit even
after we are born again. Fifthly, the meat offering shows
that the Lord Jesus Christ has become our meat and drink to
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satisfy our hunger and thirst. The Lord Jesus Christ has

become al these five offerings on our behdf. By one per-
fect sacrifice He has made us righteous. We should go on
saying by faith, "Lord, you are my burnt offering, you are
my peace offering, you are my gn offering, you are my tres-
pass offering, you are my meat offering."

Thirdly, the high priest helped those who wanted to
find the will of God. He has on his breastplate two stones
cdled Urim and Thummim. Through these two stones he
could find God's will. No one knows how these precious
stones operated, but we know that with their help the high
priest could find God's will ( 1 Sam. 23:9-12 ). The Lord
Jesus Chrigt is our great heavenly High Priest who lives in
us. We can talk to Him directly and find God's will for us.

Fourthly, as our great High Priest, the Lord Jesus gives
us heavenly food. Melchizedek appeared to Abraham as the
High Priest in Gen. 14:18. "And Melchizedek king of Sa
lem brought forth bread and wine: and he was the priest of
the most high God." No one knows from where he came.
He was without father and without mother. He was without
beginning and without ending. He was made like unto
the Son of God. That provesthat God Himsdlf took the form
of Melchizedek and brought heavenly food for Abraham.
Thiswas the prophecy concerning the Lord Jesus Christ how
He would offer His body and shed His blood. By egting
that heavenly food Abraham got extra strength to over come
the temptation brought by the king of Sodom. We need heav-
enly food by which we get spiritual strength. The Lord has
meade provision for victory over every temptation which we
have to face during childhood, youth and old age. "There
hath no temptation taken you but such asis common to
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man : but God is fathful, who will not suffer you to be
tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation

aso make away to escape, that ye may be ableto bear it" (1

Cor. 10:13). That victory is made possible by receiving the
heavenly food from the hand of Melchizedek. Our Bible
knowledge and will power cannat help us a thetime of temp-
tations. The Lord Jesus Chrigt is our merciful and fathful

High Priest. If we go to Him by faith according to Heb.

2:17,18 and derive strength through His ministry asthe great
High Priest &fter the order of Melchizedek, He will give us
victory over dl the devices of the enemy. Those who de-

pend upon themsalves or upon ther Bible knowledge, fad-

ing and long prayers will remain spiritudly defeated and

barren. But those who know how to be benefitted by the
High priestly minigiry of the Lord Jesus Christ become spiri-
tualy strong day by day.

We firg know the Lord Jesus Christ as our Saviour.
Then we know Him as our Lord and King. Then we know
Him as our great High Priest. May the Lord teach us how to
appropriate His High Priestly Minigtry in our day to day
life.



CHAPTER VI

A Sure Anchor

The gpostle gpesks of the Lord Jesus Chrigt as the an-
chor of our salvation in chapter s, "Which hope we have
as an anchor of the soul, both sure and stedfadt, and which
entereth into that within the veil" (Heb. 6:19). Paul and
his fdlow passengers had to face avery furious gormin the
Sea on their way to Rome (Acts 27:28,29). They were in
danger of fdling upon the hidden rocks. So they cast four
anchors out of the gtern to keep the ship deedy. We too
have to face many sorms and temptations in our lives. At
times the attacks of the enemy are very severe both
within and without. In such situations the Lord Jesus
Chrig is our true anchor. He will never leave us nor for-
ske us. We have to say by faith, "Lord, you are my an-
chor." Even in the mog difficult Stuations we have to lay
hold upon the Lord Jesus Chrigt, who is our true anchor.

InHeb. 6:14 the Lord says, "Surdly blessing | will bless
thee, and multiplying | will multiply thee." God used
the sorm to take Paul to the idand of Mélita to preach the
Gosxod there. The people of Mdita had not heard the Gos-
pel. Through Paul's preaching many were born again
there. They loaded Paul and the other people with dl the
necessary things when they were leaving for Rome. Thus
we see that the sorms of our lives are used by God to bring
us to greater and multiplied blessngs.

Many people are satisfied just with receiving forgive-
ness of their sinsand have the hope of occupying some cor-
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ner in heaven. But the Lord's desire is that we should go on
to perfection (Heb. 6:1,2). We must not remain babes spiri-
tualy but long to go on to perfection. We should not glory
in our past experiences however wonderful they may have
been. We must believe God's Word fully, and with His
strength and wisdom reach upto His standard.



CHAPTER VII

God's Great Dedgre

In the seventh chapter, we see how the God of perfec-
tion has agreat desire to bring us into His perfection by the
intercessory ministry of our Lord Jesus Christ, Who is our
everlagting and faithful High Priest (Heb. 7:11,25).

All of us try to overcome our trials and temptations in
our own strength. Then we redise how weak and feeble we
are. To be able to overcome trials and temptations we have
to appropriate the intercessory ministry of the Lord Jesus
Chrigt on our behdf. He is our unchangeable, everlasting
High Priest. "For the priesthood being changed, there is
made of necessity a change aso of the law" ( Heb. 7:12).
That meansHeis constantly interceding on our behaf know-
ing our weaknesses, trials and failures. But unless we take
His ministry by faith it has no value for us. For example,
just by saying that the Lord Jesus Christ died on the cross,
we do not receive salvation. When we say by faith that He
died on the cross even for me; He took my place; He bore
my punishment and my judgment; then His sacrifice be-
comes effective in our lives. In the same way, we have to
believethat Heis our everlasting, unchangeable High Priest,
Who lives forever to intercede on our behalf. If we
appropriate by fath His death, buria and resurrection as
our death, burial and resurrection and also His High Priestly
ministry, we shall be helped. The very second we are de-
filed, we cal upon and clam His intercessory ministry by
fath.
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In | John 2:1,2 we read that He is our Advocate, Who
Is dways ready to intercede on our behdf. Also weread in
Jer. 50:34, "Their Redeemer is strong : the LORD of hosts
Is his name: he shdl throughly plead their cause, that he
may giverest to theland." The children of Isragl were taken
captive by their enemies, but God alowed it. Their enemies
persecuted them, and would not set them free. But God in-
tervened on their behdf and by His mighty power brought
them out of captivity. In the same way, when we fdl into
some Sn or temptation, the enemy refuses to release us. We
think by our cleverness and Bible knowledge we can over-
come but we fal. We mugt ask, "Lord, thisis my weakness
and falure. Kindly intercede on my behdf and ddiver me
from Satan's hands." By faith we have to clam constantly
the high priestly ministry of our Lord on our behdf. The
Lord Jesus Christ who lives forever pleads for us and deliv-
ers us from our failures. We have to recognise that without
Him we can do nothing. We have to depend upon His inter-
cessory ministry till we come to His perfection. For that
purpose He gave dl that He had, and bought us with His
preciousblood. In 1 Peter 1. 16 He says, "Beyeholy; for |
am holy" so, to be brought to His perfection we need His
intercessory ministry.

In the old Testament period, thousands of sacrifices
were offered by the priests. But no one could obtain perfec-
tion through their service or ministry (Heb. 7:19). They
were only ashadow of the perfect sacrifice of the Lord Jesus
(Heb. 8:5). Méechizedek as a priest of the most high God
gppeared to Abraham and brought heavenly food for him
which strengthened him in the hour of temptation. But he
could not help Abraham to come to perfection. By giving
His whole body to be broken and having conquered death



21

on our behdf, the Lord Jesus Christ has now become our
heavenly High Priest, through whom we attain perfection
(Heb. 7:24,25). By His one perfect sacrifice He makes us
perfect through His own perfection. Everytime we fall, we
can go to Him with dl humility and brokenness. He will lift
us up by His high priestly ministry. This does not mean that
we can go on sinning, but we nead to recognise our human
limitation and depend upon His ministry.

May our Lord teach us to appropriate His intercessory
ministry and lead us on to perfection.



CHAPTER VIII

A Great Tabernace

In the eighth chapter, we read about the Lord Jesus as
the High Priest of the Heavenly Tabernacle. The earthly tab-
ernacle was pitched by Moses. Now the Heavenly Taber-
nacle is pitched by the Lord Jesus Christ Himsdlf. "A min-
ister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which the
Lord pitched, and not man" (v. 2). Just as in the Old Testa-
ment period, al those who were willing could take a share
in the construction of the tabernacle by bringing offering
such as gold, shittim wood, brass and iron: now as believers
of Lord Jesus Christ each one of us has the privilege to be-
come a part of the Heavenly Tabernacle. The materid used
for the tabernacle built by Moses was earthly: that is why it
did not last long. Now our Lord Himsdlf is building an ev-
erlasting tabernacle in which each one of us can take some
share. We do not offer alittle of what we have, but we offer
al. All of us are built together into a sanctuary according to
the heavenly plan under the headship of the Lord Jesus
Chrigt. The previous tabernacle was only a shadow of the
true Heavenly Tabernacle, as God instructed Moses which
weread in Heb. 15

As we have seen earlier God kept Moses on mount
Sna for forty days and forty nights before giving him the
pattern of the tabernacle. Before that, he was kept in the
wilderness for forty years. During that period he was com-
pletely and thoroughly emptied of his own wisdom. Then
God gave the pattern and he had to carry out His instruc-
tions without any change. Even though the whole pattern
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was given by God Himsdlf, yet it was only a shadow. Now
the Lord Jesus Christ is building the true tabernacle without
hands but with our co-operation; That is why believers are
cdled by different names such as: God's building, God's
habitation, God's temple, God's co-workers, God's peculiar
treasure, the pearl of a great price, His bride and so on. All
these names reved our heavenly vocation. Here, theLord is
reminding us that our heavenly pattern cannot be changed
by anyone.

In order to be fitted into that plan we have to be kept
congtantly under the Headship and the Lordship of the Lord
Jesus Christ. The Lord Jesus Chrigt, as the author of the
New Testament, by the New Covenant writes divine laws
upon our hearts (Heb. 8:8-11). By the old covenant al men
were brought under condemnation. They were made to see
their absolute corruption. The Lord Jesus Christ as the au-
thor of the new covenant conquered all temptations, fulfilled
dl the commandments and Himsdlf became our righteous-
ness by the power of resurrection. By the same power He
writes His laws upon our hearts. Even the weakest believer
can follow the Lord through the Holy Spirit. In Gaatians
chapter five Paul the apostle, uses three expressions for a
Spirit filled life : wak in the Spirit (v. 16); be led of the
Spirit (v. 18): and live in the Spirit (v. 25). When we walk
we go step by step, we do not jump. According to Prov. 3.6
in dl our ways we must acknowledge His Lordship. That
means at every step we have to seek His help. According to
Psa. 37:23 our steps are ordered by Him. The Holy Spirit
will govern and lead us and thus we can live in the Holy

Spirit.
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Those who are not born again cannot understand the
mysteriesin the Word of God inspite of dl the Bible knowl-
edge they may have. The moment our sins are forgiven and
'we are born again, we are made partakers of the divine na-
ture. When we receive the Lord Jesus Christ into our hearts
by faith, divine nature is formed in us. If we spend suffi-
cient time upon our kneeswewill fed divine presence. While
we arein His presence, we can pray asking the Lord to pre-
pare us and guide us the whole day and give us His ingtruc-
tions to befollowed. We should submit our waysto the Lord
and ask Him to lead us to needy people ether spiritudly or
materidly and enaole us to meet their needs. We can ask the
Lord to show us His plan for the whole day, and prepare us
for the hour of temptation or trid. For example, if we have
to go for an interview or have to face some bad tempered
person, we can ask the Lord for extra grace to bear the
remarks or criticism without retaiating. Some have very
trouble-some mothers-in-law. It is very hard to face them
because they purposdy try to find some fault with their
daughters-in-law. The poor daughter-in-lawv may bear her
humiliating remarks for a few days. Afterwards, she will
begin to answer saven words for her mother-in-law's one
word. But that attitude will not solve the problem. Ulti-
mately that will lead to an unhappy home,

We can pray to the Lord to overrule every Stuation,
help us not to bring any reproach to His Name and give us
grace to bear patiently al the unkind remarks, but not retali-
ae. In the same way we can clam His grace for any Stua
tionin the office or in other places. The Lord being our sym-
pathetic High Priest will help us in our weaknesses in Al
gtuations. He will aso write upon our hearts His laws and
give us right words for every situation.
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The Lord Jesus Chrigt asthe Chief Engineer knows the
plan of the Heavenly habitation, but He will not show us the
entire plan a atime. We have to recelve ingructions from
Him day by day. It is adaly exercise. But many times we
fal to saek God's help, wisdom and guidance for our daily
tasks and ministry. When we are under God's perfect plan,
we can enjoy the true peace of God. That is why when the
Temple was being built in the days of Solomon, no tool such
as a hammer or an axe was used ( 1 Kings 6:7). God told
David that the Temple was going to be built by his son
Solomon. Wereadin 1 Chron. 28:19 that God gave David,
the whole plan in writing.The workers had to follow that
plan in every detail. They used very big stones beautifully
cut for building the temple. There was no need for any in-
srument or hammer & the Site: they were dready cut to the
gze and shaped beautifully. Thus the work went on quietly.
This speaks of peace and quietness. When we are under
God's heavenly plan there will be growing heavenly peace
in our hearts.



26
CHAPTER DC

Preparation for a Great Inheritance

In the Sth chapter, we see another aspect of the great
savation. Here we see how we are prepared for our sharein
the eternd inheritance. Sometimes a wedthy father makes
awill to divide his property to his children after his death. It
will come into force only &fter his death. Then the children
will receive their share according to the father's will.
The Lord Jesus Christ has brought the Old Testament to an
end: now Heis the Mediator of the New Covenant. We are
going to receive our inheritance through Him, depending
upon our ability to overcome (Rev. 21:7). Our snsareforgiven. fredy
inheritance and portion can be obtained only when we over-
come. We find many difficulties to overcome. The Lord
Jesus Christ becomes our Mediator to teach usto overcome.
In the seventh chapter we have seen that He is our Interces-
sor. By the same intercession He is now preparing us for
the heavenly inheritance.

During the Old Testament period people offered many
sacrifices for the forgiveness of their sins according to their
need, but none of those sacrifices could give them a good
conscience. The Lord Jesus Christ shows here that we have
to clam His precious blood congtantly for the cleansing of
our guilty conscience, where the stains are caused by snful
thoughts, words and deeds. That gives us boldness into
God's presence and prepares us for our share in the
eterna inheritance. That blood is now available in the most
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Holy place, the Heaven. The very second we are defiled by
thought, word or deed we have to clam the precious blood
for cleansing. The Lord is in Heaven as our High Priest.
When we call upon Him &fter being cleansed, we are in a
better position, for we have a good conscience. If we have
guilty conscience we will be arad to look a Him. When
we have a good conscience we will be very glad to look at
Him and welcome Him. Through His precious blood He
cleanses us and prepares us for His coming and for our heav-
enly inheritance.

In the tabernacle of the Old Testament there were
three parts, - we see in Heb. 9:2-5, fire, there was the
outer court, where the atar was kept for sacrifices, and
laver to wash the feet. Then there was the holy place
where the priest ministered. Thirdly, was the Ark of God
in the most holy place. In the most holy place behind the
vell, and on the Ark was the Mercy Seat. The priest was
not alowed to go there. The sunlight shone in the outer
court, and divine light in the most holy place. There was no
door nor window in the holy place but light was aways burn-
ing in the golden candlestick which was kept there for that
purpose. Only the high priest could go behind the veil once
ayear with the blood of the sacrifice; no other person could
go there. Here, God is saying that only by the efficacy of
the precious blood of the Lord Jesus Christ can anyone en-
joy His Holy presence. We have to be forgiven of al our
sins, washed and cleansed by the blood of Jesus Christ be-
cause ever, Sn we commit either by thought, word or deed
leaves a mark on our conscience.

Every human being is composed of three things-body,
soul and spirit. The body conssts of blood, muscles and
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bones. Soul congsts of intellect, emotions and will power.
Spirit o has three parts-namely, conscience or the inward
voice or the sense of discernment to know what is good and
bad or right and wrong. Secondly, we have adesireto know
the unseen. We have curiosity to know our Creator, where
Heis and how to find Him. Then there is the intuition, a
sudden thought to do something. In Gen. 1:26 we read; God
made man in His own image. God's glory and beauity
could be seen in the firs man's face. Because of Sn man
underwent a threefold downward change. The spirit became
dead due to sin, the soul became darkened and the body
became defiled. We read in John 4:24 that God is Spirit,
and He is living. We can fed Him, tak to Him and know
Him, but we cannot see Him with our physica eyes. In our
Spirits we can talk to Him and fed Him. Aslong aswelive
In 9n and remain in an unforgiven condition, none of us can
fed God's presence or hear His voice because He isaHoly
God. God's Word saysin Heb. 12:14 that without holiness
no one can see God. Also we read in Matt. 5:8, "Blessed
are the pure in heart: for they shal see God." We can see
God provided we are holy. 1 Pet. 1:16 says our God is Holy.
No one can ever have such holiness by themselves. God
wants us to have everlasting holiness.

In Matt. 5:48 our Lord said, "Be ye therefore perfect,
even as your Father which isin heaven is perfect." None of
us by our own effort can have God's perfection and holi-
ness. It is to make us righteous that our Lord rose again. In
the Old Testament period, God used the Tabernacle to show
His people how they should be holy. For example, the most
holy place had divine light. God wants us to be filled with
the same divine light. Only in that divine light can we see
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our red condition. There are some diseases which cannot
be seen and diagnosed by ordinary examination. Someyears
ago X-rays were discovered. These reved the condition of
the internal organs of the body very clearly. Through X-rays
it can be seen whether there is any fracture in the bones.
Smilarly, when the light of God comes into us it enables us
to see oursalves as God sees us, and adso helps us to see
God's glory and beauty.

In the tabernacle, only the high priest could go behind
the vell once ayear. Even he could not go without the blood
of the sacrifice. He used to wear specid garments which
were caled garments of glory and beauty. We read in Exo.
28:2,4 that firgt of dl there was the white robe; over that he
wore the blue robe; at the edge of the blue robe there were
golden bdllsand pomegranates aternately; over the bluerobe
came the ephod made of five materias. gold, blue, scarlet,
purple and fine linen woven very kilfully. Over the ephod
the breastplate was worn, with twelve stones on the upper
part of it and the Urim and the Thummim underneath. All
these garments spesk of Divinity. Before the high priest
entered into the most holy place, he had to remove these
garments of glory and beauty and put on white clothes
instead. This means, before he could take the blood of the
sacrifice before God on behdf of the people, he had to be-
come an ordinary man. That is why the Lord Jesus Christ
never came into the world like an angel. He came as a man
(Heb. 2:16). He became like one of us. Had He wished, He
could have come like an angel. But as an angel He could
not die on our behdf, because angels do not die. That is
why angdls cannot understand man's sufferings. The Lord
Jesus Christ became like us in order to be our merciful and
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fathful High Priest. The high priest had to go into the ho-
liest with the blood of the sacrifices on behalf of himsalf
and also on behdf of the people. This happened only once
ayear on the day of Atonement.

In Lev. 23 we read about the seven feasts of Jehovah
which were shadows of coming events. The firs feast was
the feast of the passover, sgnifying the desth of the Lord
Jesus Christ as the Passover Lamb. Secondly, the feast of
unleavened bread, when for seven days the Jews had
to eat unleavened bread. Leaven is a symbol of Sn because
alittle leaven can leaven the whole lump. In the same way,
one snful thought can defile the whole body. The Lord
wants us to become like unleavened bread and He desires to
impart divine nature to us. Thirdly, the feast of the first
fruits, which gpesks of the power of resurrection. Just as
one grain of seed when it dies brings forth many grains, the
Lord's death has made many righteous. Fourthly, the feast
of Pentecost, which sgnifiesthat men of al classesare equal.
By the Holy Spirit we are baptized into one body. The fifth
feast was the feast of blowing trumpets, when the people
had to blow the trumpets for seven days. This speaks about
the importance of the preaching of the Gospd in the whole
world with great power. Sixthly, the day of atonement, show-
ing how people of all classes can become righteous.
Seventhly, the feast of tabernacles, revealing to us the truth
that the Lord wants us to reign with Him one day.

On the day of atonement, the people would gather from
many far off places, but they could not go inside the taber-
nacle. They had to stay outside. They had to confess dl
their Sns by putting their hands upon the head of the animal
of sacrifice. That animal sgnifies the Lord Jesus Christ.
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When it was dain, the high priest removed his garments of
beauty and glory and put on ordinary garments and took
the blood of the sacrifice behind the veil and sprinkled it on
the mercy seat of the ark. Divine fire came down and
consumed the blood, indicating that the Holy God had
accepted the sacrifice on behaf of the people and had for-
given their sins. Then the high priest came out of the Holy
of Holies and declared to the people that he went behind the
vell on their behdf to offer the blood and had seen fire com-
ing down from heaven. He declared that God had forgiven
their sins. That was the happiest day for the whole nation.
But none of these sacrifices could make man perfect, be-
cause they were only a shadow. Only the sacrifice of the
Lord Jesus is the perfect sacrifice. By offering Himsdlf, He
perfects dl those who come to Him.

By merely confessing our sins to the Lord Jesus Christ
and repenting of them we are not made righteous. Every Sn
we commit either by thought, word or deed leaves a mark
on our conscience and these marks or stains cannot be re-
moved by our tears of repentance or offerings. Our con-
science reminds us constantly of our past sins. When we go
through any difficulty our conscience accuses us that God is
punishing us for the sins which we committed in the past.
Many people being pricked in their conscience weep, fast
and give charity. Some go on pilgrimage, thinking that by
doing these things the marks on their conscience will go
away. Because of their guilty conscience they are troubled
and have no peace. Many people are troubled at the time of
their death because of their sins and start weeping, plead
ing with others to do something to help them get mental
relief. No human effort can bring rea peace to our con-
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science. The stains of our guilty conscience are washed awvay
only by the precious blood of our Lord Jesus, asweread in
Heb. 9:12, the Lord Himsdlf entered into the holy place with
His blood. According to the prophecy in Psams 16:10,
the body of the Lord Jesus Christ did not see corruption. He
Is perfectly holy. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit. Now
Hisblood istherein heaven, and it has everlasting life. From
there it is orinkled into the heart of the repentant Snner.
By that blood dl our guilty stains are washed away (Heb.
9:14).

Before new birth, our conscience is defiled with sin.
Our spirit is dead, our soul is darkened, and our body is
defiled. When the Lord Jesus Christ as our Priest sprinkles
His blood upon our dead spirits our dead spirits are quick-
ened. We find divine life flowing into our spirits. We begin
to fed God's presence. Wetadk to God as afriend talks with
his friend. We fed heavenly peace coming into us.

When our dead spirit is quickened we are given along-
ing to be as holy asthe Lord is holy. We recelve an increas-
ing love for God's Word and His people. When our dark-
ened soul is enlightened, we are given divine wisdom to
understand the things of God and to know His purposes.
Through divine love we can love dl people equdly. Our
defiled body is dso cleansed. Now we want to serve God
through our members. Our tongue beginsto praise God. Our
legs refuse to go to wrong places. Aslong aswe are in this
body we get defiled because of our old anful nature. We do
not become supernatura when we are born again. The old
man or the old dnful nature will be tirred up again ad
agan. By entertaining sins like hatred, enmity, pride, and
greed in our hearts, we nurture the gnful nature, and get
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defiled. But we can congtantly clam the precious blood of
the Lord Jesus Chrigt for cleansing, washing, and purging.
Asweread in 1 John 2:1, Heis our Advocate, Intercessor
and High Priest. By Hisintercession for us and by cleansing
through His blood, we are made perfect.

Just as we clam His grace and wisdom for doing His
work, we can clam by faith His intercessory ministry.
Through this very important ministry, we can overcome al
temptations. We are saved from the deception of the world
and are thus prepared for His Second Coming. And a His
coming we will receive our great inheritance.
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CHAPTER X

Great Boldness in God's Presence

In the 10" chapter, we are again reminded how the Old
Tegament offerings could not make the children of Isred
perfect by practices, cusomsand rituas. Only the Holy sac-
rifice of Jesus Chrigt on the Cross makes anyone holy.

Another greet blessing of His sacrifice is, boldness to
enter into the most holy place because of the efficacy of His
precious blood, "Having therefore, brethren, boldnessto en-
ter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, By anew and liv-
Ing way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the vell,
thet is to say, his flesh; And having an high priest over the
house of God; Let us draw near..." (Vasss 19-22). By the
power aof His blood we can go into the holiest anytime, for
any need. The more we gppropriate His High Priestly min-
Idry, the more we enjoy boldness in His presence. (Verse
21). By His sacrifice, He has broken the middle wall of par-
tition. Whenever wefal to enjoy this boldness, we haveto
search our hearts, confess our fallures and get oursalves
cleansad in His precious blood. Then we enjoy the great
boldness in His presence again.
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CHAPTER XI

Men of Great Faith

Now in the deventh chapter, we seethe ministry of the
Lord Jesus as our Heavenly High Priest, more effective
through faith. All that has been sad in the earlier chapters
become clearer through faith. By fath only we can enjoy dl
the spiritud blessngs. "Now fath is the subgstance of things
hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” (v. 1). Ashuman
beings we are more interested in the things seen than the
unseen. When we receive the life of God, unseen things be-
come more red to us than the saen things. Red faith gives
us more and more afection for heavenly things, such asthe
Woard of God, the Kingdom of God and our sharein it (Cal.
3:2-4). "For by it the elders obtained agood report” (v. 2).
By faith great men of God, could live alife that was pleas-
ing to Him. Whatever God showed and declared they be-
lieved and obeyed. Our fath dso becomes strong when we

obey implicitly.

"Through faith we understand that the worlds were
framed by the word of God, g0 that things which are seen
were not made of things which do appear” (v. 3). According
to God's Word, He created everything out of nothing. Those
who do not bdieve in the Bible have many theories about
cregtion. Some say, it took many years to create dl things.
But God's Word says that by one word of the Lord Jesus dll
things came into being (Ps. 33:6). If we try to understand it
by human wisdom or knowledge or science, we will be dll
the more confusad. Those who have not received the life of
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God believe only in man's theories. For them unseen things
have no value. But we believe what the Bible says, God
took the dust of the earth and created man. Also, without
sowing or tilling dl the vegetation cameinto existence (Gen.
1:12). Without the sun and the moon, light came into exist-
ence by the word of God. As we read in Genes's chapter 1,
"He said and it was s0." By fath we understand this and by
fath we believeit. Those who do not believe are full of fear
and doubt and fail to understand what God has kept for them.
In Heb. 11:4 we see Cain and Abdl, both had a desire to
bring an offering which would please God. God had shown
that someone should die on their bendf. Cain began to a-
gue and thought that God would be more satisfied with the
fruits of the earth. But God had never demanded that. Abel
believed God and gave wha He demanded. By that act of
obedience, Abd was declared righteous.

Enoch, mentioned in Heb. 11:5 waked with God (Gen.
5:22,24). It means that whenever God called him ether
during the day or the night he was ready to go to Him. He
never questioned Him. He pleased God and not himsdlf.
By the same faith he was trandated. A mother taught her
daughter the story of Enoch. Afterwards someone questioned
her- "How did Enoch go to heaven?' The child sad with
ample faith, "Enoch and God were good friends. Everyday
they went for a long walk. One day while walking, God
sad, 'Enoch, let'sgohome'. Hesad, 'YesLord, | amready'.
So they both went to heaven." There are some who question
as to how such athing could happen. Whatever God saysin
His Word, we must accept with smple fath. Phrases like
"God sad", "And God spake", appear 558 timesin thefirgt
five books of the Bible and nearly 2000 times in the Old
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Testament. That provesthat each versein the Bibleis God's
Word and not man's Word. After my conversion, these
phrases helped me to believe that the Bible is God's Word
and they gave me a new love for His Word. One day aman
came to me with a doubt and asked me, "Do you believe
that from cover to cover the Bible is God's Word?' | re-
plied, "Yes" Agan he asked, "Do you believe that Jonah
was in the fish's belly for three days?' | sad, "l strongly
believe. And if the Bible says that the fish was in Jonah's
belly, | will beieve that dso. | may not understand many
portions of the Bible but | will never doubt it." God uses
gmdl phrases of His Word for sdvation of people. By read-
ing the Bible dowly and systematicaly upon our knees we
receive many blessings. As we read we should pray, "Lord,
ek to me according to my need." Then by quiet medita-
tion upon the Word, many hidden mysteries will bereveded
to us. Some truths of the Bible are reveded to us in sick-
ness, trias, troubles and loneliness. It is God's Word and
the Holy Spirit is our best teacher.

Many people doubted the record of the flood in the
Bible in Noah's time. But when fossls of sea animds were
discovered on many high mountains, they believed that once
upon a time these mountains must have been covered with
water. When God commanded Noah to build an ark, he im-
mediately believed in the coming judgement and obeyed
(Heb. 11:7). He never questioned God. His workers must
have mocked him, but he believed God and was made righ-
teous, because of his faith. We too may have to face many
mockings for the sake of our faith, but such experiences
will only give us stronger faith.
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Abraham was a prosperous and a wedthy man in the
city of Ur of the Chaldees. When God spoke to him to
leave that city and go to an unknown place, straightway he
obeyed. Many would have questioned him where he was
going. He would have replied that he did not know. He
was the only man in the whole city who believed in God.
But he had to face mocking. Even though he never knew
where God was leading him, he obeyed Him and Ieft the
city. Because of his obedience and faith, later on God gave
him the vison of the city with foundations. He became strong
in fath (Heb. 11:8,9). Abraham had plenty of gold and
dlver; so naturaly he wanted to build a house. But through-
out his life time God never dlowed him to build a house or
buy a piece of land. He had to live in tents as a pilgrim
and a stranger. By strong, active and living faith we aso
are made to see the glory of the heavenly city of which we
are apart.

In the same way, God had kept Sarah barren for along
time. Whatever may happen to us, it is intended to give us
a gtrong faith. Without such afaith, we will never know the
greatness of our savation (Heb. 11:13-16), God uses dl
such dituations, circumstances, afflictions and trias to draw
avay our eyes from the perishing things and fix them on
heavenly and eternal things. The power of resurrection
becomes more red to us as we clam it according to our
need (Heb. 11:18). God told Abraham to offer his only son
on the dtar, to give him a strong faith. He did not doubt
God. He bdieved that even though he dew his son, God
was able to raise him up. With that faith, he bound his son
and raised his knife to day him. He knew that his wife did
not have that much faith. That is why without consulting
her, he went to offer his son on the altar (Gen. 22:3). He
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got up early in the morning, took his servants and an ass
and went away. He knew that if he had told her, she would
not have dlowed him to offer Isaac. She would have said,
"How can we offer our only son? God will never say such
athing." That is how many times we aso question. Being
a man of faith, without the least doubt, Abraham got up
early in the morning and took his servants and son and
proved God's faithfulness. Thus his faith became strong.
By theram caught in the thicket, God was showing him that
He aso was bound to him. So to enjoy our sdvation fully
we need a srong, active faith. Our share in the heavenly
eternd city will become red to us by faith. We can thank
God for any dffliction and any trid because they give us
fath like that of Abraham or David or Moses. It isalifelong
experience. We may have to go through many painful
dtuations and experiences for that faith.
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CHAPTER XII

Great Need for Godliness

In the twdfth chapter, verse one, the apostle exhorts us
to "Lay asde every weight, and the Sn which doth so easily
beset us, and .... run with patience the race that is set before
us." Thesnwhich easly besatsusisunbelief or doubt which
makesus spiritualy blind. A person who isoverweight can--not runar
weight. "But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the
city of theliving God, the heavenly Jerusalem" (Heb. 12:22).
The Lord wants us to take our share in the heavenly city
which has foundations aswe seein Heb. 12:10. We haveto
be chastened and rebuked by the Lord, to prepare us for that
heavenly city, "For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth,
and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure
chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son
Is he whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be without
chastisement, whereof dl are partakers, then are ye bastards,
and not sons' (Heb. 12:6-8).

We must be partakers of God's holiness that we may
be able to live in the heavenly city as heavenly kings and
possess it forever. We must be constantly chastened by the
Lord. "Now no chastening for the present seemeth to be joy-
ous, but grievous. nevertheless afterward it yieldeth the
peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exer-
cised thereby" (Heb. 12:11). God's purpose is so great that
He wants to make us citizens and kings in that heavenly
city, to reign with Him where angels are ordained to minis-
ter tous (Heb. 1:13,14).
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In the end days God is going to shake everything (verse
26). All that has been accomplished by our own effort, wis-
dom, or strength will be removed. Only that which has been
accomplished with His strength, for His glory and praise
will remain. Congtantly we have to examine oursalves and
do nothing in our wisdom and strength, but do everything
through the Holy Spirit for God's glory. "Wherefore we
receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have
grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with rever-
ence and godly fear (v. 28). We are going to be in that
kingdom which shall not be shaken.
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CHAPTER XIlI

Great Promises

In the last chapter, we see another aspect of the great
savation. In verse five, there is a promise for us. "l will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee." This promise will be
fulfilled in our lives when we live a contended life and not
be greedy. We have to keep our hearts free from every kind
of covetousness. Then according to verse 6, we will be able
to say boldly, "The Lord is my helper, and | will not fear
what man sndl do unto me."

In verse 13, the apostle exhorts us to "go forth there-
fore unto him without the camp, bearing his reproach.” We
should be willing to suffer reproach for the Lord's sake by
living a life of separation. We should not be defiled by
worldly friends and worldly contacts. Then we will be given
a glimpse of the heavenly city.

The Lord has made full provision to bring us to perfec-
tion by teaching us to do His perfect will. In verses 20 and
21 we see seven proofs of finding God's perfect will. We
can divide these verses into seven parts. (1) The God of
peace (2) that brought again from the dead (3) our Lord
Jesus (4) that great shepherd of the sheep (5) through the
blood of the everlasting covenant (6) make you perfect in
every good work, to do His will (7) through Jesus Christ to
whom be glory for ever and ever. By finding and doing
God's perfect will for our lives, we can attain perfection
for which we are cdled. Let us see something about
these aspects. (1) Our God is a God of peace. Whenever
God gpeaks concerning any matter there will be increasing,
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multiplying, eternal and heavenly peace (Isa 32: 17).
When the Lord Jesus Christ gppeared to His disciples after
His resurrection, His first words were "Peace be unto you."
He sad the same words twice in John 20:19,21. In Mak
4:39 He rebuked the wind and the sea with smilar words,
"Peace, be still." When the Lord does spesk, there will be
peace; every sorm will be made cam.

2. The words 'Brought again from the dead,' refer to
the power of resurrection. We cannot do God's will in our
own strength. The apostles experienced the power of resur-
rection in their ministry (Acts 2:24; 3:26; 4:10,33; 5:30).
They could declare very boldly the resurrection of the Lord

* Jesus. When we are in God's perfect will, we receive His
power of resurrection to obey Him.

3. We will be brought under the Lordship of our Lord
Jesus by doing His will. We will be kept constantly under
His Lordship and Kingship and we will be ready to do His
will. We will be governed and controlled by Him as our
Lord and King.

4. The Lord Jesus Chrigt is the great Shepherd of the
sheep. Being our great Shepherd He will lead us to many
Scripture portions to confirm His will (Psa. 23:1,2). The
Good Shepherd leads us to places where we can be blessed
gpiritudly. When we are in God's will, spiritualy we are
satisfied. He leads usto green pastures and ill waters, and
He Himself becomes our satisfaction.

5. We can dam the Lord's precious blood of the
everlasting covenant to keep us clean and give us boldness
into the most holy place.
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6. WhenweaeintheLord'swill, we are made perfect
in doing every good work. The gxth proof of being in God's
will is that we get adedre to do His will in every smdl
meatter. We desre to be governed by the Lord a every step
"The steps of a good man are ordered by the LORD"
(Psa.37:23). All our steps will be controlled and governed
by the Lord. "Trug in the LORD with dl thine heart; and
leen not unto thine own understanding” (Prov. 3:5). In dl
our ways we want to be governed by. Him and thus become
perfect in every good work to do His will.

7. Findly, by doing God's will His Name must be
highly magnified. When we do His will our desre should
be to bring glory to our Lord. These are the saven proafs
given to us to know the Lord's will.

"Obey them tha have the rule over you, and submit
yoursaves. for they watch for your souls, as they that must
give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief:
for that is unprofiteble for you" (Heb. 13:17). We have the
privilege to be under the subjection of those who teach us
and guide us. For our ety and protection God has
ordaned that we should submit to those who shepherd us,
leed us and teach us. That requires submisson and obedi-
ence. By obeying God's sarvants we will be protected from
the attacks of the enemy.

May the Lord open our eyesto see the greatness of our
sdvation, and enable usto enjoy dl its benefits day by day,
and lead us to perfection.



